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Some questions you might have….

What is the Band Booster Organization?
The Band Booster Organization is made up of parents of all students participating in the Bands of Gateway High School (Marching Band, Winter Percussion, Winter Guard, Wind Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, Symphonic Band and Jazz Band.)

What is the purpose of the Band Boosters?
The Booster organization supports the bands in many ways; the primary responsibility is to raise funds for to pay for expenses associated with Marching Band, Winter Guard and Winter Percussion.  We also provide chaperones, build and move scenery, furnish snacks, maintain uniforms, host competitions and generally provide whatever support is needed for the kids who make the commitment to be a part of the bands.  Last but not least, we are cheerleaders!  We root for our kids during halftime, at competitions and after a long day at band camp.

How do I become a member?
You are automatically a member if your child is participating in the band.  

What do I have to do as a member of the Booster Organization?
Attend Meetings/keep informed: We ask that members attend the booster meetings which are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.  Read the emails from Mr. Read and from the Gateway Band.  Visit the website bands website (www.gatewayband.org) to keep abreast of updates on upcoming events or requests for help.

Volunteer:  We ask that you commit to volunteering throughout the season doing whatever volunteer opportunities appeal to you (concession stand, pit crew, uniform maintenance, work on fundraisers, chaperone, etc.). Points are awarded for each volunteer activity; parents are asked to satisfy a point requirement for the year to ensure participation from all members.

Fundraising:   We require all member families to contribute in fundraising for the general fund. 

What about all of the fundraising I have heard band members/parents have to do?
There are two types of fundraising done by this organization, General and Student.  

General Fundraisers are generally large fundraisers  (i.e. Band competitions, raffles, discount cards, Craft Show) designed to bring money into the general fund which benefits all students by keeping fees as low as possible, paying for all competition expenses, awarding scholarships, paying for student banquet cost, and keeping up with general operating costs. All families are required to participate in these types of fundraisers.

Student fundraisers are optional (i.e. hoagie sales, pie sales, etc.) These fundraisers are put in place to enable parents to raise funds that go directly to their child’s personal account that can be used to defer costs such as “fair share” assessments, trip expenses and optional clothing.

It’s all a little overwhelming; what if I have questions?
The Board and current members are here to help you get oriented and would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Feel free to contact any of board members at the following email addresses:

President – Rick Kokal / gbb.president@gatewayband.org                                                                                                 Vice President – Heather Whitmore / gbb.vicepresident@gatewayband.org                                                                               Treasurer – Brenda Feldman / gbb.treasurer@gatewayband.org                                                                                                           Financial Secretary – Becky Mamrose/gbb.financial.secretary@gatewayband.org                                                           Secretary – Jodi Reimers / gbb.secretary@gatewayband.org                                                                                                                               Ways and Means – Nicole Maciejewski / gbb.ways.means@gatewayband.org
Also, the Gateway Band website (www.gatewayband.org) is an excellent source of information Plan to visit the site often to keep up on what is happening with the bands.
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